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IMPORTANT CHANGES IN 2009 FIDE LAWS

APPLYING FROM JULY 1 2009

There are new FIDE Laws of Chess applying from July 1, 2009.

The most important change is that all events played under the new FIDE Laws of Chess which do not specify a forfeit time automatically have a forfeit time of zero minutes.  

These changes apply to all tournaments that state that the 2009 FIDE Laws Of Chess are being used.

CAQ recommends that every event should specify its forfeit time on the entry form.  The CAQ recommended time is 30 minutes.

The ACF has also specified forfeit times for its events.

The table below summarises the new forfeit times:




Event                                           
Forfeit Time

ACF GP events, to December 31, 2009      


60 minutes

ACF GP events, after January 1, 2010         


30 minutes

ACF events, after January 1, 2010            


30 minutes

CAQ events beginning after June 30, 2009


30 minutes

ALL OTHER EVENTS, unless specified otherwise    
  0 minutes



Without the permission of the arbiter, a player is forbidden to have a 
mobile phone or other electronic means of communication in the 
playing venue, unless they are completely switched off. 



If any such device produces a sound, the player shall lose the game.

The 2009 FIDE Laws of Chess are available to download on the CAQ website at http://www.caq.org.au/htm/info.htm.
